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Commercial Name:

Alizin®; RU 486

Contraceptive Product:

Aglepristone (Alizin); Mifepristone (RU 486)

Product Category:

Anti-gestagens/synthetic progesterone antagonists.

Product Availability:

Alizin is widely available through veterinary drug distributors.
Mifepristone is for human use only. In exceptional cases it might
be provided and applied via the IZW Berlin.

Restrictions and/or permit
required by Importing Country:

Alizin is widely available through veterinary drug distributors in
Europe.

Mechanism of action:

Anti- gestagens bind to the uterine progesterone receptor and
inhibit the action of progesterone on endometrium. During
early pregnancy implantation of embryo is prevented; at
advance stages of pregnancy they can cause abortion.

Product information

Products used to prevent implantation/ nidation in female bear
species. For application in other species, please contact EGZAC
at contraception@chesterzoo.org.

Delivery Route and dose:

Alizin: two vaccinations of 0.33 ml/kg or 10-15 mg/kg body
weight injected subcutaneously under anaesthesia or trained
behaviour 24hrs APART.
No more than 5 ml per injection site recommended. Gloves
must be worn when administering anti-gestagens.
Note that in African wild dog and lionesses, a SINGLE dose of
7
Alizin was sufficient to produce abortion/ prevent implantation

Females
Latency to effectiveness:

Oestrous cycles during
contraceptive treatment:

Abortion will take place 3-7 days after treatment, depending on
the species. Please see reference 7 for more information.
In dogs an early return to oestrus is frequently observed and the
time between oestrus shortened by 1-3 months. Felids will
rapidly return to oestrus too and plans to contracept should be
7
made about 1-3 weeks after the use of Alizin.

Managing of initial stimulation
phase:

N/A

Use during pregnancy:

Anti-gestagens are abortive when used during pregnancy.

Use during lactation:

N/A

Use in prepubertals or
juveniles:

Use in seasonal breeders:

N/A
Application in Brown bears must be shortly before implantation
of the embryo: end of October until the beginning of November
in the Northern hemisphere. In other bear species application
time must be determined.

Duration

7 days, prevention of embryo nidation

Reversibility

Alizin: in dogs an early return to oestrus is frequently observed
and the time between oestrus shortened by 1-3 months. After
treatment bears return to normal cycle and fertility in the next
season.

Effects on Behaviour
Effects on sexual physical
characteristics

Data deficient
Data deficient

Males
Latency to effectiveness:

N/A

Use in prepubertals or
juveniles:

N/A

Use in seasonal breeders:

N/A

Duration:

N/A

Reversibility

N/A

Effects on Behaviour

N/A

Effects on sexual physical
characteristics

N/A

General:

Side effects

Warnings

Alizin: Field trials in dogs have shown cases of anorexia (25 %),
excitation (23 %), depression (21 %), vomiting (2 %) and
diarrhoea (13 %). Local inflammatory reaction may occur at the
site of injection of Alizin. No side effects in bears were
documented.
EGZAC recommends always reading the manufacturer’s data
sheet
Accidental injection may be a particular hazard to women who
are pregnant, intending to become pregnant or whose
pregnancy status is unknown.
Women of child-bearing age should avoid contact with the
veterinary medicinal product or wear disposable plastic gloves
when administering the veterinary medicinal product.

Reporting Requirements: In order to increase our knowledge of the efficacy of contraception
methods it is recommended that all individuals on contraception be reported to EGZAC
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Disclaimer: EGZAC endeavours to provide correct and current information on contraception from
various sources. As these are prescription only medicines it is the responsibility of the veterinarian
to determine the dosage and best treatment for an individual animal under their care. EGZAC can
therefore not be held liable for any injury, damage or contraception failure in an animal.

